HB 1874 - DI GEST
(SEE_ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Declares an intent to support evidence-based progran ng
for offenders and focus on facilitating the successful reentry
of offenders into the conmmunity. The goals of the offender
reentry prograns are to increase public safety, nmaximze
rehabilitation of offenders, and | ower recidivism

Provides that the departnent of <corrections shal
continue to establish community justice centers within the
state for the purpose of providing assistance to i nmates who
are reentering the comunity.

Requires a m ninum of six conmunity justice centers to be
operational by Decenber 1, 2009. The six comunity justice
centers include those in operation at the time of the
effective date of this act. The community justice centers
shall be located in the six counties wth the |argest
popul ati on of offenders who were released from departnent of
corrections custody. At |east one center shall be located in a
rural geographic region of the state.

Provides that, by Decenber 1, 2011, the departnent of
corrections shall establish a mninmum of three additional
community justice centers within the state.

Provides that, in addition to any other prograns or
services offered, the comunity justice centers shall
designate a comunity transition coordi nator who shall act to
facilitate connections between the former inmate and the
comunity. The conmunity transition coordinator shall provide
information to fornmer inmates regarding services available to
themin the community regardl ess of the length of tine since
the offender's rel ease fromthe correctional facility.

Directs the departnment of corrections and the state board
for coomunity and technical colleges to investigate and review
nmethods to optimze educational and vocational progranmm ng
opportunities to neet the needs of each offender as identified
in his or her individual reentry plan both while an offender
is incarcerated and postrel ease.

Requires that, in conducting its review, the departnent
and state board shall consider and make recommendations
regarding: (1) Technol ogi cal advances which could serve to
expand educati onal prograns and vocational training including,
but not limted to, distance |learning, satellite instruction,
vi deot ape usage, conputer aided instruction, and flexible
schedul i ng;

(2) Methods to ensure educational prograns and vocationa
training are relevant to work prograns and skills necessary to
enhance the enployability of offenders upon rel ease;



(3) Long-term nethods for maintaining channels of
communi cati on bet ween t he depart nent, state board
adm ni stration, educators, and students; and

(4) Methods for ensuring that security neasures remain
intact regarding an offender's use of the internet.

Requi res the departnent and state board to report to the
governor and the legislature on the investigation and
recomendations required in this act no later than Novenber
15, 2007.

Provides that, on or before COCctober 1, 2007, the
departnment of corrections and the departnent of |icensing
shal | ent er into an agreenent establishing expedited
procedures to assist offenders in obtaining a driver's |icense
or identification card upon their release froma departnment of
corrections' institution.

Establishes a joint legislative task force on reentry
barriers for previously incarcerated individuals for the
pur pose of providing oversight into the inplenentation of this
act and develop recommendations to assist the reentry of
inmates into the community.

Requires the joint legislative task force to present a
report of its findings and recomendations to the governor and
the appropriate commttees of the |egislature, including any
proposed | egi sl ati on, by Novenber 15, 2008.

Provides that: (1) The departnent of corrections shal
enter into agreenents to provide short-term housing assi stance
to offenders classified as high risk or high needs who are
reentering the community and are in need of transitional
housi ng;

(2) The departnent may develop further criteria in rule
to determne who will qualify for housing assistance and shal
utilize the recommendati ons provided by the joint |egislative
task force under this act in the devel opnent of the criteria;

(3) Housing assistance shall not be provided in excess of
one hundred twenty days for each offender; and

(4) The state, departnent, and its enployees are not
liable for civil damages arising from the conduct of an
of fender solely due to the placenent of an offender in short-
term housing or the provision of housing assistance.

Appropriates the sumof three mllion eight hundred fifty
t housand dol lars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, from
the general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, and
the sumof three mllion eight hundred fifty thousand doll ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, fromthe general fund
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, to the departnent of
corrections for the purposes of this act.

Appropriates the sumof three mllion eight hundred fifty
t housand dol lars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, from
the general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, and
the sumof three mllion eight hundred fifty thousand doll ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, fromthe general fund



for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, to the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnment for the purposes of
this act.



